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OV ER V IEW : Stud e nts  will e xp lore  the  inte rs e c tion of a rt a nd  

func tiona lity b y s tud ying  Rob e rto Lug o's  W a te r Towe r Pour Ove r. The y 

will e xa m ine  how e ve ryd a y ob je c ts , like  wa te r towe rs , c a n ins p ire  

func tiona l d e s ig ns , s uc h a s  a  c offe e  p our- ove r p ot. Us ing  c la y, s tud e nts  

will d e s ig n a nd  c re a te  the ir own func tiona l a rt p ie c e s  ins p ire d  b y 

ob je c ts  from  the ir e ve ryd a y live s , m e rg ing  c re a tivity with utility . 

 
TIM E R EQUIR ED: 6  c la s s e s ,  4 5  Min u te s  to a n   1  h ou r  lon g   c la s s e s   

Title: Everyday Transformations in Clay 

Water tower Pour Over, Roberto Lugo, 2023 

Subject(s): 3D Sculpture 
Grade: 9–12 
Teacher: Andrea Carroll 
School/District: Christiana High School of Christina School District 

 



 
 

Time Required 

● 6 Class Sessions (45–60 minutes each): 
○ Session 1: Introduction and brainstorming 
○ Session 2: Sketching and planning 
○ Session 3: Building with clay (part 1) 
○ Session 4: Building with clay (part 2) 
○ Session 5: Detailing and finishing 
○ Session 6: Reflection and presentation 

 

Standards for Instruction and Assessment 

● Creating: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work. 
● Presenting: Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work. 
● Responding: Perceive and analyze artistic work. 
● Connecting: Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical 

contexts. 

 

Student "I Can" Statements 

● Creating: "I can design a functional piece of art inspired by an everyday object." 
● Presenting: "I can explain how my work merges form and function." 
● Responding: "I can analyze how Roberto Lugo uses familiar forms in innovative ways." 
● Connecting: "I can connect my artistic choices to personal experiences and cultural 

influences." 

 

Materials 

● Clay (air-dry or kiln-fire) 
● Pottery tools (wooden sculpting tools, sponges, carving tools) 
● Sketchbooks and pencils 
● Reference images of everyday objects 
● Glazes or acrylic paints 
● Sample images of Water Tower Pour Over 

 



Lesson Activities 

Lesson 1: Introduction and Brainstorming 

● Discuss Roberto Lugo’s Water Tower Pour Over and the concept of turning everyday 
objects into functional art. 

● Brainstorm everyday objects that students encounter in their own lives. 
● Homework: Sketch 3–5 objects that inspire them. 

Lesson 2: Sketching and Planning 

● Share sketches in small groups. 
● Refine ideas and plan functionality. (E.g., a lamp shaped like a sneaker, a mug inspired 

by a tree trunk). 
● Begin creating final design sketches with measurements and notes. 

Lessons 3 & 4: Building with Clay 

● Demonstrate basic clay-building techniques (coil, slab, pinch). 
● Students start shaping their objects into functional forms, keeping Lugo’s techniques and 

inspirations in mind. 

Lesson 5: Detailing and Finishing 

● Add details, textures, and any embellishments. 
● Discuss how to maintain functionality (e.g., handles, lids, spouts). 
● Prepare for drying or kiln firing. 

Lesson 6: Reflection and Presentation 

● Students present their finished pieces, explaining their inspirations and process. 
● Group discussion about how art can transform ordinary items into something 

extraordinary. 

 

Assessment for Learning 

Formative: 

● Sketchbook entries and initial designs. 
● Participation in group discussions and critique sessions. 

Summative: 

● Completed functional artwork. 



● Presentation and reflection statements. 

 

Vocabulary 

● Functional Art 
● Sculpture 
● Ceramic 
● Embellishment 
● Cultural Influence 

 

Resources and References 

● Roberto Lugo’s biography and images of Water Tower Pour Over 
● Biggs Museum educational materials 
● Handouts on clay-building techniques 

 

Extensions 

● Collaborate with local potters or artists for a guest demonstration. 
● Explore other cultural examples of functional art (e.g., Japanese tea sets, African 

pottery). 
● Display the students' works in a school or local art exhibit, highlighting their cultural 

inspirations. 

Images and links to some of the visual examples for the lesson plan: 

1. Roberto Lugo – Water Tower Pour Over 
○ This piece, a glazed ceramic coffee pour-over, takes inspiration from water 

towers while incorporating graffiti-style elements. It exemplifies the 
transformation of urban everyday objects into functional art. 

○ Image and Details: Available at R & Company【16】. 
2. Betty Woodman – Ceramic Vases 

○ Her works, such as the Pillow Pitcher, are accessible online through museum 
collections like MoMA. These brightly painted ceramics mix abstract and 
functional elements. 

○ Explore via MoMA’s collection: MoMA Betty Woodman Artworks. 
3. Ai Weiwei – Coloured Vases 

https://r-and-company.com/works/village-potter-water-tower-coffee-pour-over-sm9302
https://r-and-company.com/works/village-potter-water-tower-coffee-pour-over-sm9302
https://www.moma.org/
https://www.moma.org/


○ Ai Weiwei’s Coloured Vases transform historical Chinese pottery into 
contemporary art statements. Find more on exhibitions showcasing his work via 
Tate Museum. 

4. Arlene Shechet – Ceramic Sculptures 
○ View her work’s organic and abstract approach on gallery pages such as Arlene 

Shechet Portfolio. 
5. Peter Pincus – Contemporary Ceramics 

○ His geometric and colorful vases are showcased at Pincus Ceramics. 

Rubric sample: 

Everyday Transformations in Clay 

Part 1: Clay Building 

 
 Name: _______________________________________________ Date: _____________ 

Directions - Answer the following question in 2-3 sentences on the back of this sheet. 
 What part of the everyday object was the most challenging for you? Why? 

Self-Assessment Directions - Please circle what grade you deserve for your overall project 
and participation in the following categories: 

  Exceeds Proficient Developing Beginning 

Process: 

 
 Basic clay-

building 
techniques (coil, 

slab, pinch). 

The student 
followed all the 
project’s steps 
accurately and 
successfully to 
result in an 
everyday object! 

(4-5 Points) 

The student 
followed most of 
the project’s 
steps to create an 
everyday object . 

(3-4 Points) 

Student missed 
some key 
instructions 
and/or produced 
some of the 
steps creating an 
everyday object. 

(2-3 Points) 

Major directions 
were not 
followed, and/or 
they turned in 
an incomplete 
or missing 
object. 

(1-0 points). 

  

"I can connect 
my artistic 
choices to 
personal 

experiences and 

The student 
shows and 
explains in the 
artist statement 
how the cultural 
influence of their 
vessels creates 
an everyday, 

Student shows or 
explains the 
cultural influence 
of their everyday 
object, but more 
time could have 
been spent on 

The student 
shows minimal 
cultural influence 
on their object, 
but it appears 
rushed and/or not 
related well. 

The student did 
not attempt to 
connect to any 
cultural 
influence on 
their object. 
 (0 points) 

https://www.tate.org.uk/
https://www.tate.org.uk/
https://www.tate.org.uk/
https://www.arlene-shechet.com/
https://www.arlene-shechet.com/
https://www.arlene-shechet.com/
https://www.peterpincus.com/
https://www.peterpincus.com/


cultural 
influences." 

unique object! 
 (5 points) 

them. 
 (4 points) 

(3-1 points) 

Embellishments  

Clay 

Details 

Thickness and 
Shape 

Student 
understands the 
proper clay 
thickness and 
shapes required 
to fire their object, 
and applied them 
to their project 
well. 

(5 points) 

The student 
mostly 
understands the 
proper clay 
thickness and 
shapes required 
to fire their object, 
but could have 
applied them 
better. 
 (4 points) 

Student seems to 
not understand 
parts of the firing 
process and/or 
didn’t apply them 
very well to their 
project. 

(3-1 points) 

Student didn’t 
follow crucial 
clay guidelines 
and/or didn’t 
apply them. 

  

(1-0 points) 

  

Craftsmanship 
and Effort 

The artwork is 
neat, clean, 
organized, and 
detailed. The 
student put effort 
into making the 
artwork look the 
best they could. 

(5 points) 

The artwork is 
neat, clean, and 
organized. There 
was effort put into 
the artwork. 

 
 (4 points) 

The artwork is 
sloppy AND/OR 
looks rushed 

  

(3 -2 points) 

The artwork is 
sloppy. Minimal 
effort was put 
into the artwork. 

(1-0 points) 

  

FOR TEACHER USE ONLY -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------- 
 TOTAL POINTS: ______/20 

Comments: 
____________________________________________________________________________
___ 
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