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I H a ve  a  S to r y to  T e ll Y o u  

“The Prince lay huddled upon the stones of the court” , Elizabeth 
Shippen Green  

We n d y Wa lla c e   

M a c la r y E le me n ta r y, C h r is tin a  S c h o o l Dis tr ic t  

4 th   

V is u a l Ar t   

O V E RV IE W  

It is  th e  g o a l o f a n  illu s tr a to r  to  vis u a lly e n h a n c e  te xt.  E liz a b e th  S h ip p e n  
G r e e n  wa s  a  p r o m in e n t fe ma le  illu s tr a to r  o f th e  e a r ly 19th  c e n tu r y.  Afte r  
le a r n in g  a b o u t M s  G r e e n  a n d  h e r  illu s tr a tio n  fo r  H a r p e r s , “ T h e  Pr in c e  la y 
h u g g le d  u p o n  th e  s to n e s  o f th e  c o u r t” s tu d e n ts  will g a in  s o me  in s igh t in to  
th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f illu s tr a to r s , a n d  h o w th e y u s e  e le me n ts  o f a r t to  
illu s tr a te  th e ir  o wn  s to r y. 4 th  gr a d e  s tu d e n ts  will c r e a te  a  p e r s o n a l 
n a r r a tive  a b o u t a  tr ip  to  a n  a m u s e m e n t p a r k in  th e ir  E L A c la s s . O n c e  
c o m p le te d , th e y will illu s tr a te  a  s c e n e  fr o m th e ir  o wn  p e r s o n a l n a r r a tive .  

 
T IM E  RE Q U IRE D  

8 c la s s r o o m  h o u r s  to  c o m p le te  wr itte n  n a r r a tive  in  E L A c la s s   
6-7 -  4 5  m in u te  a r t c la s s e s .  

 

 
  



S T AN DARDS  F O R IN S T RU C T IO N  AN D AS S E S S M E N T   
 

● V A:C r 1.1.4 a  B r a in s to r m  mu ltip le  a p p r o a c h e s  to  a  c r e a tive  a r t o r  d e s ign  
p r o b le m. 

● V A:C r 2.3.4 a   Re vis e  a r two r k  in  p r o g r e s s  o n  th e  b a s is  o f in s igh ts  g a in e d  
th r o u gh  p e e r  d is c u s s io n . 

● V A:Re 7.2.4 a   An a lyz e  c o m p o n e n ts  in  vis u a l im a g e r y th a t c o n ve y m e s s a ge s . 
● V A:Re 8.1.4 a   In te r p r e t a r t b y r e fe r r in g  to  c o n te xtu a l in fo r m a tio n  a n d  

a n a lyz in g  r e le va n t s u b je c t m a tte r , c h a r a c te r is tic s  o f fo r m , a n d  u s e  o f 
m e d ia . 

● V A:C n 10.1.5 a  Ap p ly fo r m a l a n d  c o n c e p tu a l vo c a b u la r ie s  o f a r t a n d  d e s ig n  
to  vie w s u r r o u n d in g s  in  n e w wa ys  th r o u gh  a r t-  m a k in g . 

● C C S S .E L A-L ite r a c y.W.4 .3 Wr ite  n a r r a tive s  to  d e ve lo p  r e a l o r  ima g in e d  
e xp e r ie n c e s  o r  e ve n ts  u s in g  e ffe c tive  te c h n iq u e , d e s c r ip tive  d e ta ils , a n d  
c le a r  e ve n t s e q u e n c e s . 

● C C S S .E L A-L ite r a c y.W.4 .3.b  U s e  d ia lo g u e  a n d  d e s c r ip tio n  to  d e ve lo p  
e xp e r ie n c e s  a n d  e ve n ts  o r  s h o w th e  r e s p o n s e s  o f c h a r a c te r s  to  s itu a tio n s . 

● C C S S .E L A-L ite r a c y.W.4 .3.a  O r ie n t th e  r e a d e r  b y e s ta b lis h in g  a  s itu a tio n  
a n d  in tr o d u c in g  a  n a r r a to r  a n d / o r  c h a r a c te r s ; o r g a n iz e  a n  e ve n t 
s e q u e n c e  th a t u n fo ld s  n a tu r a lly. 

 
 
S T U DE N T  “I C AN  S T AT E M E N T S ” 

● V is u a l Ar t  
○ I c a n  b r a in s to r m  m a n y wa ys  to  s o lve  a  c r e a tive  a r t o r  d e s ign  

p r o b le m. 
○ I c a n  m a ke  a r t th a t r e p r e s e n ts  m y c o mmu n ity. 
○ I c a n  im p r o ve  m y a r two r k b a s e d  o n  p e e r  d is c u s s io n . 
○ I c a n  e xp la in  th e  m o o d  a n d  me s s a g e  o f th e  a r two r k  b y th e  u s e  o f 

th e  me d ia . 
○ I c a n  c o n s id e r  p a r ts  o f im a ge s  th a t c o mmu n ic a te  me s s a g e s . 
○ I c a n  u s e  s h a p e s  to  b u ild  a n  a c c u r a te  r e p r e s e n ta tio n  o f a  h u ma n  

fo r m 
● 4 th  G r a d e  E L A 

○ I c a n  p la n  a  le a d  fo r  m y s to r y th a t will in tr o d u c e  th e  r e a d e r  to  th e  
c h a r a c te r  a n d  th e  s e ttin g. 

○ I c a n  u s e  a c tio n  a n d  s o u n d  o r  d ia lo gu e  to  b r in g  th e  r e a d e r  in to  th e  
wo r ld  o f th e  s to r y. 

○ I c a n  u s e  a c tio n  a n d  d ia lo gu e  to  d e m o n s tr a te  wh a t th e  c h a r a c te r  
wa n ts  in  th e  s to r y. 

 
M AT E RIAL S  
 

● Po s t-it n o te s  
● H ig h lig h te r s  3 d iffe r e n t c o lo r s   
● M ixe d  M e d ia  p a p e r  
● Pe n c ils   
● S c r a p b o o k  p a p e r  
● C le a r  g lu e   
● Re g u la r  s c is s o r s  a n d  p a tte r n e d  s c is s o r s . 
● G e o me tr ic  s h a p e  te mp la te s  ( o p tio n a l) 
● S c is s o r s  
● iPa d  o r  o th e r  c a me r a  
● Ph o to c o p ie r  to  p r in t o u t b la c k  a n d  wh ite  s tu d e n t p h o to s  



 
 
L E S S O N  AC T IV IT IE S    

L e s s o n  1. Da y 1: 

E liz a b e th  S h ip p e n  G r e e n ’s  “T h e  Pr in c e  la y h u d d le d  u p  o n  th e  s to n e s  o f th e  
c o u r t” is  d is p la ye d  a s  s tu d e n ts  wa lk  in .  S tu d e n ts  a r e  g ive n  a  Po s t-it n o te  a n d  
a s ke d  to  b e c o me  o n e  c h a r a c te r  in  th e  p a in tin g. Afte r  ta k in g a  m in u te  to  d ig e s t 
wh o  th e ir  “c h a r a c te r ” is , h a ve  th e m wr ite  d o wn  wh a t th e y b e lie ve  th e ir  c h a r a c te r  
wo u ld  s a y n e xt in  th is  s c e n e  to  th e  o th e r  c h a r a c te r .  H a ve  s tu d e n ts  p o s t th e ir  
n o te s  n e a r  th e  c h a r a c te r  th e y h a ve  s e le c te d . S h a r e  r e s u lts  with  th e  c la s s  b y 
jo ttin g  d o wn  c o m me n ts  o n  c h a r t p a p e r .  As k  fo llo w-u p  q u e s tio n s , in c lu d in g  wh y 
th e y th in k  th e ir  c h a r a c te r  wo u ld  s a y th a t.  Wh a t vis u a l c o n te xt c lu e s  wo u ld  m a ke  
yo u r  c h a r a c te r  s a y th a t?  Dis c u s s io n  c o n tin u e s  a s  b its  a n d  p ie c e s  o f “a  s to r y” 
c o m e  to  life  o n  th e  c h a r t p a p e r .  Re d ir e c t s tu d e n ts  to wa r d s  h is to r ic a l e le m e n ts  
in  th e  im a ge  if  th e y h a ve  n o t m a d e  th e  c o n n e c tio n .  N e xt, r e a d  th e  s e le c te d  
p o r tio n  o f “T h e  L o ve  M a tc h ” th a t G r e e n  r e fe r e n c e d  wh e n  c r e a tin g  h e r  
illu s tr a tio n . If  n e e d e d , in tr o d u c e  s tu d e n ts  to  th e  p r o fe s s io n  o f a n  illu s tr a to r , 
m a k in g  n o te  o f E liz a b e th  S h ip p e n  G r e e n 's  jo u r n e y to  b e c o m in g  a n  illu s tr a to r  
fo r  H a r p e r 's .  H a ve  s tu d e n ts  lis te n  a n d  lo o k  fo r  vis u a l c o n te xt c lu e s  th a t 
c o n n e c t th e  s to r y to  th e  illu s tr a tio n . Did  th e  s to r y p r o vid e  e n o u gh  d e ta ils ?   H o w 
d id  E liz a b e th  m a k e  s u c h  a  b e a u tifu l p a in tin g  fr o m  J u s tu s  M ile s  F o r m a n ’s  s to r y?  
In d ic a te  d e ta ils  o n  yo u r  c la s s  n o te s  wh e r e  E liz a b e th  c r e a te d  vis u a l c o n te xt 
c lu e s  to  c r e a te  a  c o m p e llin g s to r y.   Dis c u s s  wh a t d e ta ils  G r e e n  c h o s e  to  fo c u s  
o n , fa c ia l e xp r e s s io n , p e r io d  fa s h io n s  e tc .  E xit tic k e t a c tivity: b e fo r e  s tu d e n ts  
le a ve , c o m p le te  a  K WL  c h a r t in  s m a ll g r o u p s . H a ve  s tu d e n ts  lis t wh a t th e y kn o w 
a b o u t th e  p a in tin g , wh a t th e y s till wo n d e r  a b o u t th e  p a in tin g , a n d  s o me th in g  
th e y wa n t to  le a r n  a b o u t b e in g  a n  illu s tr a to r . 

 
L e s s o n  2. Da y 2: 
 
B e g in  c la s s  with  G r e e n ’s  im a ge  o n  th e  b o a r d . S tu d e n ts  s h o u ld  h a ve  a  
p h o to c o p y o f th e ir  wr itte n  n a r r a tive  in  fr o n t o f th e m  a n d  th e ir  s ke tc h b o o k s . 
L e t th e m kn o w th a t th e y h a ve  b e e n  h ir e d  to  illu s tr a te  th e  wr itte n  n a r r a tive  o f a  
c o n te m p o r a r y a u th o r , th e m s e lve s .  Re m in d  s tu d e n ts  th a t illu s tr a to r s  lik e  
E liz a b e th  S h ip p e n  G r e e n  m a d e  s u r e  th e r e  we r e  vis u a l c o n te xt c lu e s  in  th e ir  
a r two r k  to  s u c c e s s fu lly c o n ve y th e  wr itte n  n a r r a tive .  U s in g  a  h ig h lig h te r , h a ve  
s tu d e n ts  lo o k  fo r  im p o r ta n t wr itte n  d e ta ils  in  th e ir  o wn  p ie c e s . O n e  c o lo r  
h igh ligh te r  fo r  d e ta ils  a b o u t th e  s e ttin g  o f th e ir  n a r r a tive . A s e c o n d  c o lo r  fo r  
d e ta ils  a b o u t th e  m a in  c h a r a c te r s , a n d  th e  la s t c o lo r  fo r  th e  mo m e n t in  tim e  
th e y will b e  illu s tr a tin g .  As  s tu d e n ts  fin is h , h a ve  th e m  c r e a te  a  r o u gh  s k e tc h  
fe a tu r in g  a ll o f th e  h ig h lig h te d  p a r ts  o f th e ir  n a r r a tive . Du r in g  th e  r e m a in in g  
tim e , h a ve  fa c e  p a r tn e r s  s wa p  s ke tc h e s  a n d  h a ve  e a c h  p a r tn e r  r e vie w th e  
s ke tc h  a n d  te ll th e ir  p a r tn e r  wh a t th e y b e lie ve  th e  s to r y is  a b o u t.  
 
L e s s o n  3. Da y 3:  
 
D is p la y G r e e n ’s  illu s tr a tio n  a lo n gs id e  D e b o r a h  Ro b e r ts 's  c o lla ge  L e t th e m  b e  
c h ild r e n .  B e g in  c la s s  with  a  c o m p a r is o n  o f th e  19th -c e n tu r y illu s tr a tio n  a n d  
th e  21s t c e n tu r y. In tr o d u c e  De b o r a h  Ro b e r ts ’s  wo r k with  th e  s h o r t vid e o .  T a lk  
a b o u t th e  p r o c e s s  o f c o lle g e . As k s tu d e n ts  a b o u t Ro b e r ts ' c r e a tive  p r o c e s s .  
Wh a t d o  th e y h a ve  in  c o mm o n , wh a t is  d iffe r e n t?  Wa te r c o lo r  vs  c o lla g e .  G ive  
s tu d e n ts  th e  o p p o r tu n ity to  s e le c t th e  s tyle  o f o n e  o r  th e  o th e r , o r  a  m ixtu r e  o f 
b o th  to  u s e  a s  th e  fo u n d a tio n  fo r  th e ir  illu s tr a tio n .  C r e a te  a  lis t o f "n o n -



n e g o tia b le " e le m e n ts  th a t mu s t b e  p r e s e n t in  e a c h  wo r k o f a r t, fo r  e xa mp le , 
c h a r a c te r s  in te r a c tin g , e le m e n ts  o f a  s u c c e s s fu l illu s tr a tio n : m a in  c h a r a c te r s , 
in te r a c tio n  o f c h a r a c te r s , fa c ia l e xp r e s s io n s , p e r io d  c lo th in g, e tc . S tu d e n ts  
b e g in  th e  fir s t s ke tc h  o f th e ir  fin a l c o p y.  
 
L e s s o n  4 : D a y 4  th r o u g h  D a y 6:  
 
S tu d e n ts  c o n tin u e  b u ild in g th e ir  illu s tr a tio n s . As  th e y a r e  wo r kin g , e n c o u r a g e  
d is c u s s io n s  a b o u t th e  a r t-m a kin g  p r o c e s s . H o w will yo u  illu s tr a te  th e  s ky?  H o w 
will yo u  illu s tr a te  th e  F e r r is  wh e e l?   Will yo u  b e  d r a win g  th e  c h a r a c te r s  o r  
m a kin g  c o lla g e s  u s in g  s e lfie  p h o to s ?  Wh e n  n e e d e d , a s s is t s tu d e n ts  b y ta kin g  
s e lfie s  o f d iffe r e n t fa c ia l e xp r e s s io n s . A s u g g e s tio n  fo r  p r in tin g o u t p h o to s  is  
to  h a ve  s tu d e n ts  p o s e  in  fr o n t o f a  wh ite  b a c kg r o u n d . S u g g e s t a  va r ie ty o f 
fa c ia l e xp r e s s io n s  a n d  p o s e s . O n c e  p h o to g r a p h e d , h a ve  s tu d e n ts  in s e r t a ll o f 
th e ir  p h o to s  o n to  o n e  G o o g le  S lid e , with  e a c h  fa c e  s m a lle r  th a n   2”x2”. Ad d  
th e ir  n a m e  o n  th e ir  s lid e . Re p e a t th e  p r o c e s s  fo r  a ll s tu d e n ts  u s in g  s e lfie s .  
Pr in t th e  s lid e  p r e s e n ta tio n . At th e  e n d  o f e a c h  c la s s , d is p la y a ll wo r ks  in  
p r o g r e s s  o n  a  wa ll o r  o n  d e s ks  via  a  g a lle r y wa lk .  E a c h  d a y fo c u s  o n  o n e  o f 
th e  “n o n -n e g o tia b le s ”. H a ve  s tu d e n ts  a p p r e c ia te  h o w e a c h  s tu d e n t is  te llin g 
th e ir  s to r y a s  a n  illu s tr a to r , a n d  h o w th e ir  o wn  p e r s o n a l s tyle  is  b e in g  
c o mm u n ic a te d  th r o u g h  th e ir  a r t. 
 
  

 
AS S E S S M E N T  F O R L E ARN IN G   

● S u mm a tive : Pr e s e n tin g  th e ir  a r two r k - O n c e  c o mp le te d , h a ve  s tu d e n ts  m a t 
th e ir  a r two r k a lo n g  with  th e  s e le c tio n  o f th e ir  n a r r a tive . 

 
 
V O C AB U L ARY  
 

● C o n te xt c lu e s : h in ts  a n d  e xtr a  d e ta ils  in  a  s e n te n c e , p a r a gr a p h , o r  
p a s s a ge  th a t h e lp  a  r e a d e r  fig u r e  o u t th e  m e a n in g o f a  n e w o r  d iffic u lt 
wo r d . 

● Illu s tr a to r : a n  a r tis t wh o  d r a ws , p a in ts , o r  c r e a te s  vis u a l im a ge s  th a t 
e xp la in , c la r ify, o r  d e c o r a te  a  s to r y, te xt, o r  c o r e  c o n c e p t.  

● S e ttin g : th e  time , p la c e , a n d  g e n e r a l e n vir o n me n t wh e r e  s o m e th in g  
h a p p e n s  o r  e xis ts .  

● C o lla g e : a  te c h n iq u e  a n d  a  wo r k o f a r t m a d e  b y s tic kin g d iffe r e n t 
m a te r ia ls —s u c h  a s  p a p e r , p h o to g r a p h s , a n d  fa b r ic —o n to  a  fla t s u r fa c e .  

● F a c ia l e xp r e s s io n s : th e  m o ve me n t o f fa c e  mu s c le s  to  s h o w a n  in n e r  
e m o tio n  o r  s e n d  a  n o n ve r b a l me s s a g e .  

 
 

 
RE S O U RC E S  AN D RE F E RE N C E S   
  

● "S e t th e  S ta g e : Am u s e me n t Pa r k  Wr itin g  Pr o m p t." 
H ttp s :/ / Wr itin g .M ys te r ys c ie n c e .C o m / N a r r a tive -ge n r e / G r a d e -4 / G e n r e -
u n it/ Amu s e me n t-p a r k / M ys te r y-2/ B e g in n in g -a -s to r y/ 135 5  
wr itin g .m ys te r ys c ie n c e .c o m / n a r r a tive -g e n r e / g r a d e -4 / ge n r e -
u n it/ a mu s e m e n t-p a r k / m ys te r y-2/ b e g in n in g -a -s to r y/ 135 5 . Ac c e s s e d  18 N o v. 
2025 . 

● "De b o r a h  Ro b e r ts  Ar t." H ttp s :/ / Www.De b o r a h r o b e r ts a r t.C o m / . Ac c e s s e d  18 
N o v. 2025  

https://writing.mysteryscience.com/Narrative-genre/Grade-4/Genre-unit/Amusement-park/Mystery-2/Beginning-a-story/1355
https://writing.mysteryscience.com/Narrative-genre/Grade-4/Genre-unit/Amusement-park/Mystery-2/Beginning-a-story/1355
http://writing.mysteryscience.com/narrative-genre/grade-4/genre-unit/amusement-park/mystery-2/beginning-a-story/1355
http://writing.mysteryscience.com/narrative-genre/grade-4/genre-unit/amusement-park/mystery-2/beginning-a-story/1355
https://www.deborahrobertsart.com/


● Ro b e r ts , De b o r a h . “ L E T  T H E M  B E  C H IL DRE N ” . 
h ttp s :/ / www.d e b o r a h r o b e r ts a r t.c o m / p a in tin g s / wz 4 0iz xf5 0xf3t0s 6tt8b vn a 35
u r vg. Ac c e s s e d  18 N o v. 2025 

● Ro b e r ts , De b o r a h . G a lle r y to u r  o f th e  I’m  e xh ib it 
h ttp s :/ / www.yo u tu b e .c o m / wa tc h ? v=fG I-L to O 5 k Y   

● Au gu s t 1907  “T h e  L o ve  M a tc h ” H a r p e r s  M o n th ly 
h ttp s :/ / d r ive .g o o gle .c o m / d r ive / u / 0/ h o m e ? lfh s =2  

 
 
                                                                  

 

https://www.deborahrobertsart.com/paintings/wz40izxf50xf3t0s6tt8bvna35urvg
https://www.deborahrobertsart.com/paintings/wz40izxf50xf3t0s6tt8bvna35urvg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fGI-LtoO5kY
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/home?lfhs=2

