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L o tu s  L e g a c y Pa in te d  Ro c ks  a n d  M c V e y G a r d e n  

Lotus Beds on the Saint Jones River,  Ethel Pennewill Brown Leach, 1931.  

S h iva u n  J e s te r ,  M a r g a r e t K ite  a n d  M a e  L yn n  S mith  

M c V e y E le me n ta r y S c h o o l, C h r is tin a  S c h o o l Dis tr ic t  

5 th   

Ar t, Wr itin g , a n d  G a r d e n in g   

O V E RV IE W  

5 th  g r a d e r s  will s tu d y L o tu s  B e d s  o n  th e  S a in t J o n e s  Rive r . T h e y will 
p a in t lo tu s  flo we r s  o n  s to n e s  fo r  a  L e g a c y Ro c k G a r d e n . T h e y will 
wr ite  h a iku s  a b o u t th e  p a in tin g  in  L ib r a r y c la s s e s .  F in a lly, in  th e  
s p r in g , th e y will a s s is t in  s p r in g  p la n tin g  in  th e  s c h o o l g a r d e n  a s  
th e y p la c e  th e ir  p a in te d  r o c ks  to  c r e a te  a  r o c k  g a r d e n . Ph o to s  o f 
p a in te d  r o c ks  a n d  c o p ie s  o f s tu d e n t wr itin g  will b e  s e n t to  th e  B ig g s  
M u s e u m fo r  a n  e xh ib it. S tu d e n ts  will vis it th e  e xh ib it. 

 
T IM E  RE Q U IRE D  

Ar t: 3 le s s o n s  (4 5  min s .) s ke tc h in g  a n d  p a in tin g   

L ib r a r y: 2 h a iku  wr itin g  le s s o n s  (lib r a r y) 

G a r d e n : 1 p la n tin g  le s s o n  (s c h o o l g a r d e n ) 

 

 

 
  



S T AN DARDS  F O R IN S T RU C T IO N  AN D AS S E S S M E N T   
 

● S ta n d a r d  1  V A: Re  7.2 -  Re c o gn ize  a n d  d e s c r ib e  h o w a r t r e c o r d s  h is to r y 
a n d  c u ltu r e . 

● S ta n d a r d  2 V A:C r 2.1 - E xp e r im e n t a n d  d e ve lo p  a r tis tic  id e a s  a n d  wo r k . 
● S ta n d a r d  3  V A:C r 3.1 C o n ve y m e a n in g  th r o u gh  th e  p r e s e n ta tio n  o f a r tis tic  

wo r k. 
 
 
S T U DE N T  “I C AN  S T AT E M E N T S ” 

● I c a n  e xp la in  h o w a r t c a n  b e  a  r e c o r d  o f h is to r y a n d  s p a c e . 
● I c a n  c r e a te  a  p a in te d  g a r d e n  s to n e  in s p ir e d  b y o u r  a d o p te d  p a in tin g . 
● I c a n  wr ite  a  h a iku  a b o u t Lotus Beds on the Saint Jones River.  

 
M AT E RIAL S  
 

● L a n d s c a p e  Ro c ks   
● L iq u ite x Ac r ylic  H ig h  G lo s s  V a r n is h  (H a lf G a llo n ) 
● S h u ttle  Ar t Ac r ylic  Pa in t M a r ke r s  
● B lic k  Ac r ylic  G e s s o   
● Pla s tic  Pa ils  
● Po n d  Pla n t Po ttin g  M e d ia   

 
L E S S O N  AC T IV IT IE S    

L e s s o n  1. Ar t -  Da y 1 
1. L o o k a t th e  p a in tin g  “L o tu s  B e d s  o n  th e  S a in t J o n e s  Rive r .”  

            H a ve  s tu d e n ts  d e s c r ib e  wh a t th e y s e e . 
2. D is c u s s  wh y lo tu s  b e d s  a r e  n o  lo n g e r  g r o win g  in  th e  S a in t J o n e s  Rive r  

(d e ve lo p m e n t, p o llu tio n , in va s ive  p la n ts , in c r e a s e  in  s a ltwa te r ) 
3. S h a r e  b io g r a p h ic a l in fo r m a tio n  a n d  p a in tin g s  b y E th e l Pe n n e will B r o wn  

L e a c h  
4 . E xit tic ke t- O n  a  Po s t-it n o te , wr ite  o n e  r e a s o n  wh y lo tu s  flo we r s  n o  lo n g e r  

g r o w o n  th e  S a in t J o n e s  Rive r  in  D o ve r , DE . 
L e s s o n  2. Ar t -  Da y 2 

1. G ive  s tu d e n ts  e a c h  a  r o c k wh ic h  h a s  b e e n  c o a te d  o n  th e  to p  in  g e s s o  
(a d u lt-o n ly m a te r ia l) a n d  s c r a p  p a p e r  a n d  p e n c il. H a ve  s tu d e n ts  s ke tc h  a  
lo tu s  flo we r  o r  flo we r s  o n  th e  r o c k a n d  u s e  th e  p a p e r  fo r  p r a c tic e .  

2. S tu d e n ts  s h o u ld  u s e  b la c k p e r m a n e n t m a r ke r  to  wr ite  th e ir  n a m e  a n d  
c la s s r o o m  #  o n  th e  b o tto m . 

L e s s o n  3. Ar t -  Da y 3 
1. S tu d e n ts  u s e  a c r ylic  p a in t m a r ke r s  to  p a in t th e ir  lo tu s  flo we r  d e s ign s  o n to  

th e ir  r o c ks .  
2. E a c h  p a in te d  r o c k s h o u ld  b e  fu lly c o a te d  (to p  a n d  b o tto m ) 3x with  liq u ite x 

g lo s s  va r n is h . Allo w e a c h  c o a t to  d r y fu lly b e fo r e  a d d in g  a n o th e r  c o a t. 
L e s s o n  4 . L ib r a r y -  Da y 1 

1. Re vie w th e  s ylla b le  s tr u c tu r e  o f a  h a iku  (5 -7-5 ) a n d  h a ve  s tu d e n ts  p r a c tic e   
wr itin g  o n e  a b o u t Lotus Beds on the Saint Jones River.  

L e s s o n  5 . L ib r a r y -  Da y 2 
1. S tu d e n ts  m a ke  r e vis io n s  a n d  wr ite  a  fin a l c o p y o f th e ir  h a iku s . 

L e s s o n  6. G a r d e n   
1. S tu d e n ts  to u r  th e  g a r d e n  gu id e d  b y s tu d e n ts  wh o  h a ve  h e lp e d  p la n t a n d  

c a r e  fo r  th e  g a r d e n . 
2. S tu d e n ts  a s s is t in  p la n tin g flo we r s  in  a  la r g e  p o t. T h e y will e a c h  p la c e  a  

h a n d fu l o f s o il in  th e  p o t a n d  le a r n  fr o m  o th e r  s tu d e n ts  h o w th e  g a r d e n  is  



m a n a ge d  e a c h  s p r in g . 
3. E a c h  5 th  gr a d e r  will p la c e  th e ir  p a in te d  r o c k in  th e  M c V e y L e ga c y Ro c k 

G a r d e n . 
 
  

 
AS S E S S M E N T  F O R L E ARN IN G   

● F o r m a tive : p a r tic ip a tio n , e xit tic ke ts , d is c u s s io n , s ke tc h e s , o n -ta s k 
p a in tin g , r o u gh  d r a ft h a iku , fin a l h a iku  

● S u mm a tive  Pr o d u c ts : p a in te d  r o c k g a r d e n , h a iku s  a n d  a  p o tte d  p la n t in  
th e  M c V e y g a r d e n . 

 
 
V O C AB U L ARY  
 

● American Lotus Flowers  stand tall above the water and have round leaves, 
while  water lilies  appear to float on the water and have notched leaves.  

● Historical record  is an artifact that documents events of the past.  
● Legacy is the long -lasting impact of a person’s life (may also be money or 

belongings left to someone when a person dies.  
● Horizon is where the sky meets the land.  
● Foreground is the part closest to us when we look at a painting.  
● Middleground is the middle part of a painting or photograph.  
● Background is the area or scenery behind the main focus of a painting.  
● Haiku is a Japanese poem of 3 lines with a 5 -7-5 syllable structure  

 
 
RESOURCES AND REFERENCES  
  

● Slide deck of resources and biographical information provided by the 
B ig g s  M u s e u m  a b o u t Lotus Beds on the Saint Jones River.  

● My First Indoor Garden b y Ph ilip p e  As s e r a y a n d  illu s tr a te d  b y C h a r le n e  
T o n g   

 
 
                                                                  

 


