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O u r  Ro o ts  

Tea Table, “Big” Tom Burton  

K a tie  Ro a c h e    

Ph illis  Wh e a tle y, Wo o d b r id g e   

5 th   

V is u a l Ar ts  

O V E RV IE W  

S tu d e n ts  will c r e a te  a  mixe d -me d ia  c o lla g e  in  th e  s h a p e  o f a  tr e e  
wh o s e  r o o ts  r e p r e s e n t th e ir  p e r s o n a l id e n tity, c u ltu r e , fa mily, a n d  
b a c kg r o u n d . T h e y will d r a w a  tr e e  with  a  vis ib le  r o o t s ys te m, th e n  
in c o r p o r a te  ima g e s  (ma g a z in e  c u to u ts , p h o to s , d r a win g s , o r  
s ymb o ls ) th a t r e p r e s e n t wh o  th e y a r e  a n d  wh e r e  th e y c o me  fr o m. 

 

 
T IM E  RE Q U IRE D  

2–3 c la s s  p e r io d s  (5 0 min u te s  e a c h ) 

 

 
  



S T AN DARDS  F O R IN S T RU C T IO N  AN D AS S E S S M E N T   
 

● S ta n d a r d  1 V AC n 10.1.5 a  Ap p ly fo r m a l a n d  c o n c e p tu a l vo c a b u la r ie s  o f a r t 
a n d  d e s ig n  to  vie w s u r r o u n d in g s  in  n e w wa ys  th r o u g h  a r t-  m a kin g . 

● S ta n d a r d  2 V AC n 11.1.5 a  Id e n tify h o w a r t is  u s e d  to  in fo r m  o r  c h a n g e  b e lie fs , 
va lu e s , o r  b e h a vio r s  o f a n  in d ivid u a l o r  s o c ie ty. 

● S ta n d a r d  3 V AC r 2.1.5 a  E xp e r im e n t a n d  d e ve lo p  s k ills  in  m u ltip le  a r t-m a k in g 
te c h n iq u e s  a n d  a p p r o a c h e s  th r o u gh  p r a c tic e . 

 
S T U DE N T  “I C AN  S T AT E M E N T S ” 

● I c a n  u s e  my a r t vo c a b u la r y to  d is c u s s  a r t a n d  h o w it r e la te s  to  th e  
s u r r o u n d in gs . 

● I c a n  id e n tify h o w a r t is  u s e d  to  in fo r m o r  c h a n g e  b e lie fs , va lu e s , o r  
b e h a vio r s  o f a n  in d ivid u a l o r  s o c ie ty 

● I c a n  d e ve lo p  m y a r t-m a k in g  s kills  b y e xp e r im e n tin g  a n d  p r a c tic in g  
d iffe r e n t te c h n iq u e s . 

 
M AT E RIAL S  
 

● Wa te r c o lo r  p a p e r  
● Wa te r  c o lo r s  
● C o lo r e d  p e n c ils  
● O il p a s te ls  
● C o lla g e  ma te r ia l 
● S c is s o r s  
● G lu e  
● Pe n c ils  
● Pa in t b r u s h e s  
● Wa te r c o lo r  p a p e r  ta p e  
● M a r ke r s  
● S h a r p ie s  
● S c r a p  ma te r ia ls  (N e ws p a p e r , p a p e r  b a g s , s c r a p b o o k  p a p e r ) 

 
L E S S O N  AC T IV IT IE S    

Day 1: 

Lesson 1. Warm up: Students will look at a picture of the Tea Table and explain if 
they think it's art or not and why?  

Lesson 2. Class Discussion (10 min)  

● Begin with questions:  
○ “What makes you you?”  
○ “What are some things that are part of your background or family 

story?”  
○ “What might ‘roots’ represent in a person’s life?”  

● Discuss how roots connect us to where we come from —family, culture, 
community, and experiences.  

Lesson 3. Visual Inspiration (5 –10 min) 

● Show examples of “identity trees” or artworks using roots as a symbol  
○ Faith Ringold “Tar Beach”  
○ Klimnt “Tree of Life”  



● S h a r e  with  s tu d e n ts  o u r  Ad o p t a n  Ar two r k  fr o m  B ig g s  M u s e u m  “T e a  T a b le ’ 
B ig  T o m  B u r to n  

○ G o  o ve r  h is to r y 
○ C u ltu r e  r e fe r e n c e s  
○ C o n n e c tio n  to  h o me  

● H ig h lig h t h o w a r tis ts  u s e  c o lo r , s h a p e , a n d  c o lla g e  to  te ll s to r ie s  a b o u t 
th e m s e lve s . 

L e s s o n  4 . B r a in s to r min g  Ac tivity (20 m in ) 

● S tu d e n ts  m a ke  a  lis t o r  m in d  m a p  o f th in gs  th a t r e p r e s e n t th e ir  id e n tity 
(fa m ily, c u ltu r e , h o b b ie s , fa vo r ite  fo o d s , p la c e s , p e ts , mu s ic , e tc .). 

● T h e y d r a w q u ic k  s k e tc h e s  o r  wr ite  wo r d s  a r o u n d  th e ir  p a p e r  to  p la n  id e a s  
fo r  th e ir  tr e e  a n d  r o o t s ys te m. 

L e s s o n  5 . S k e tc h in g  (10–15  min ) 

● B e g in  ligh t p e n c il s k e tc h e s  o f a  tr e e  with  vis ib le  r o o ts . 
● E n c o u r a ge  u n iq u e  s h a p e s , s iz e s , a n d  c o m p o s itio n s —tr e e s  c a n  b e  r e a lis tic  

o r  s tyliz e d . 
 
Day 2:  
 
Lesson 1. Review (5 min)  
 
● Discuss: “How can we use images to tell a story?”  
● Demonstrate layering collage pieces and blending drawn and cut -out 

elements.  
 
Lesson 2. Art -Making (35 –45 min)  
 
● Students finalize their tree outlines in pencil or marker.  
● In the root area, they:  

○ Add collage images from magazines, newspapers, or printed 
photos that connect to their identity.  

○ Draw or color additional symbols or patterns in between roots.  
● In the branches or trunk, they may include personal goals, dreams, or 

positive traits (optional).  
 
Lesson 3. Composition Focus (10 min)  
 
● Remind students to balance their images and use overlapping to create 

Unity.  
● Use colored pencils, markers, or crayons to fill in spaces and connect 

elements visually.  
 

Day 3:  
 
Lesson 1: Final Touches (15 –20 min)  
● Add final color, details, and outlines.  
● Check craftsmanship and make sure glue is dry and edges are secure.  

 
Lesson 2. Artist Statement (10 –15 min)  
● Students complete a short reflection:  

○ “My tree represents...”  



○ “In  m y r o o ts , I in c lu d e d ...” 
○ “T h is  s h o ws  wh o  I a m  b e c a u s e ...” 

● C a n  b e  wr itte n  o n  a  s m a ll c a r d  to  d is p la y b e s id e  a r two r k. 
 
L e s s o n  3. G a lle r y Wa lk  (15–20 m in ) 
● D is p la y a ll a r two r ks  a r o u n d  th e  r o o m . 
● S tu d e n ts  wa lk  a r o u n d  a n d  vie w e a c h  o th e r ’s  p ie c e s . 
● E n c o u r a g e  p o s itive  fe e d b a c k a n d  d is c u s s io n : “Wh a t c a n  yo u  le a r n  a b o u t 

s o me o n e  fr o m  th e ir  a r t? ” 
 
 

 
AS S E S S M E N T  F O R L E ARN IN G   

● F o r m a tive :  
○ T e a c h e r  O b s e r va tio n  
○ C la s s  D is c u s s io n  
○ S ke tc h e s  
○ S tu d e n t As s e s s m e n t: 

■ M y c o lla g e  in c lu d e s  s ymb o ls  o r  im a g e s  th a t r e p r e s e n t wh o  I 
a m . 

■ I u s e d  s p a c e  th o u gh tfu lly a n d  ke p t m y wo r k n e a t. 
■ I in c lu d e d  d e ta ils  th a t s h o w e ffo r t a n d  c r e a tivity.  
■ M y a r tis t s ta te m e n t e xp la in s  my c h o ic e s  c le a r ly. 

● S u mm a tive   
○ F in a l Wo r k  

■ C r a fts m a n s h ip  
■ S ym b o lis m   
■ U s e  o f m o r e  th a n  o n e  m a te r ia l  

○ Ar tis t S ta te me n t 
■ C o n n e c t to  T e a  T a b le  
■ E xp la in  c h o ic e  o f s ym b o ls   

 
 
V O C AB U L ARY  
 

● C o lla g e : Ar t m a d e  b y c o m b in in g  d iffe r e n t m a te r ia ls . 
● S ym b o lis m : U s in g  ima g e s  o r  o b je c ts  to  r e p r e s e n t id e a s  o r  fe e lin g s . 
● C o m p o s itio n : T h e  a r r a n g e m e n t o f e le me n ts  in  a n  a r two r k. 
● Id e n tity: Wh o  a  p e r s o n  is , in c lu d in g c u ltu r e , fa m ily, a n d  e xp e r ie n c e s . 

 
 
RE S O U RC E S  AN D RE F E RE N C E S   
  

● Rin g g o ld , F a ith . “S to r y T im e : T a r  B e a c h  b y F a ith  Rin g g o ld .” MoMA Magazine , 
17 J u n e  2020, T h e  M u s e u m  o f M o d e r n  Ar t, 
www.m o m a .o r g / m a g a z in e / a r tic le s / 35 0. 

● K lim t, G u s ta v. “T h e  T r e e  o f L ife , S to c le t F r ie z e , 1905  b y G u s ta v K lim t.” G u s ta v-
K lim t.c o m , h ttp :/ / www.g u s ta v-klim t.c o m / T h e -T r e e -O f-L ife .js p . 

● S e igfr ie d , Ale x. “T e a  T a b le .” C o lle c tin g 25 0, 11 M a r . 2025 , 
c o lle c tin g25 0.c o m / te a -ta b le / . 

 
 
                                                                 


